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Lighting

Lighting upgrades represent one of the best opportunities for energy savings in the 
hotel industry. A large hotel can have tens of thousands of individual light bulbs and 
fluorescent fixtures and may use 30% of its total electricity on lighting. By making 
upgrades in guest rooms, common areas and behind-the-scenes areas, a hotel can see 
immediate, consistent savings with no impact on the overall guest experience. In fact, 
the reduced heat generation and better modern lighting systems may improve comfort 
for guests and employees alike.

Lighting upgrades can usually be done in-house 
as part of routine maintenance. A hotel might 
choose to upgrade lighting gradually as part of 
a maintenance schedule, or as an all-at-once 
re-lamp. When replacing fixtures in high ceilings 
or hard-to-reach places it is usually easiest to 
replace all fixtures at once.

   v

In both guest rooms and common areas, consider how you might be able to improve 
day lighting. A single 3’x5’ window in direct sun lets in more light than 100 60-watt bulbs. 
Natural light also provides the best color rendering of any light source.

ENERGY STAR Commitment
The two largest hotels that have earned the ENERGY STAR are the Sheraton Waikiki 
with 2,228 rooms and the Sheraton Boston Hotel and Towers with 1,215 rooms. The 
smallest hotels with a label are the 60-room Laurel Super 8 Motel in Laurel, Montana, 
and the 85-room Saybrook Point Inn and Spa in Old Saybrook, Connecticut.

Lighting: Guest Rooms

Each hotel guest room has as many 
opportunities to cut lighting costs as there 
are light bulbs in the room. Each traditional 
incandescent light bulb uses approximately 
five times as much energy as a new compact 
fluorescent light bulb (CFL). CFLs also last 
many times longer than incandescent bulbs, 
so by replacing all traditional bulbs with 
CFLs, a hotel can reduce maintenance and 
dramatically cut lighting costs. 
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Along with improving the efficiency of guest room lighting, hotels can take action to 
reduce the amount of electricity wasted lighting empty rooms. Key-activated lighting 
systems and motion sensors will minimize unnecessary lighting use.

Key-activated lighting systems operate by requiring the guest to place the room’s 
key card in a slot just inside the door. With the key in place all room lights operate 
normally, when the guest departs the room and removes the key the lights will shut off 
automatically. With such a system the room lights will always be off when unoccupied, 
without inconveniencing the guest.

Motion sensor controlled lights are mainly employed in guest room bathrooms, where 
the lights are most often left on. The sensors replace a traditional light switch and will 
simply turn on when the room is occupied and switch off after a few minutes with no 
motion.

Effective conservation of lighting, and other energy, will benefit from guest involvement 
and education. Consider providing informational materials to guests that inform them of 
your energy conservation measures and their importance to California and the world. 
Provide a few simple tips to guests on ways they can help, such as turning off lights 
and HVAC when rooms are unoccupied. This information also provides hotels with an 
opportunity to spread their message of energy efficiency outside of the hotel.

Atman Hospitality Group Inc.
After a study found that 60% of travelers leave their environmentally-conscious behavior 
at home when they check into a hotel (e-Newswire, 8/08/07), one hotel company is 
using new technology to encourage guests to remember their energy-saving habits. 
Atman Hospitality Group Inc. has installed kiosks at its Gaia Napa Valley Hotel & Spa 
(e-Newswire, 11/15/06) that show guests the status of energy efficiency in the building. 
The GreenTouchscreen kiosks and software - a $51,000 expense - display electricity 
and water use and carbon-dioxide emissions, as well as charts comparing the energy 
consumption at the Gaia Hotel to other hotels.

As it turns out, accountability results in behavioral changes. With guests aware of their 
energy use - in-room television sets display the guests’ individual and collective power 
and water consumption - the Gaia Hotel has seen a 26%-drop in energy costs and a 
45%-drop in water costs, a significant improvement for both the environment and the 
hotel group’s bottom line.

The Doubletree Hotel Sacramento
In their efforts to control energy waste and lighting costs, the Doubletree Sacramento 
turned to a new motion sensor developed by Watt Stopper, Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory and the Sacramento Municipal Utility District. These motion sensor LED-lit 
nightlights were installed in 100 bathrooms in the hotel and cut usage by over 50% in 
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those locations. These sensors ensure that bathroom lights are not left on inadvertently 
by sleeping or departing guests to reduce instances of bathroom lights being used as 
nightlights.

Lighting: Lobbies, Conference Rooms and other Common Areas

Large open areas such as conference rooms, 
lobbies, exercise rooms, ballrooms and other 
common areas can greatly benefit from 
improvements to lighting efficiency and control. 
Many of these areas are lit by either fluorescent, 
inefficient incandescent or halogen lighting. Older 
fluorescent fixtures are often T12 lamps, which 
are inefficient, often provide poor light and are 
prone to flickering and buzzing.

   

To dramatically improve efficiency, consider replacing these older fixtures with high-
efficiency T8 and T5 fluorescents. These lamps will result in immediate cost savings and 
can improve ambiance. Be sure to replace older magnetic ballasts with modern digital or 
electric units.

When upgrading lighting systems in common areas, consider installing new control 
systems to manage lighting in large areas. Computerized lighting controls will allow 
hotel operators to provide the ideal level of lighting based on the time of day, event 
or situation. This will prevent unnecessarily high lighting levels or unneeded lighting. 
In common bathrooms and seldom-used rooms, consider motion sensors to limit the 
number of unneeded lights left on.

What is a “light”?
All lights have a lamp, commonly but incorrectly referred to as the “light bulb.” The 
fixture connects and positions this lamp to its energy source. In fluorescent and high 
intensity discharge (HID) fixtures, the energy supply is modulated through a ballast. 
Halogen and incandescent fixtures, on the other hand, connect directly to the energy 
supply. Taken together, the lamp, ballast, and fixture are called a “luminaire” - light is the 
product of a luminaire.

What’s the difference between fluorescent fixtures?
Fluorescent fixtures are named by the diameter of the lamp. For example, a T12 is a 
1-1⁄2” lamp, a T8 is a 1” lamp, and a T5 is a 5/8” lamp. The trick is to divide the number 
by 8 to determine the diameter in inches. Besides lamp diameter, fluorescents are 
sometimes further categorized by their lumen output - standard or high output (HO).
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Lighting: Exterior Lighting

When upgrading exterior lighting, the first step is to 
replace inefficient lights. In general, hotel owners and 
managers will want to replace any incandescent lamps 
with compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs), and replace 
inefficient high-intensity discharge (HID) lamps with more 
efficient HIDs like low-pressure sodium (LPS) or high 
pressure sodium (HPS), depending on the color rendering 
needed. At the very least, mercury vapor HIDs should 
be replaced since these consume about three times the 
energy as the equivalent LPS lights. 

Lighting controls play a large role in making outdoor lighting systems efficient and 
effective. Photosensors (also referred to as photocells) activate outdoor lighting as 
daylight diminishes. Hotels tend to be active throughout evening and nighttime hours, so 
parking lots, walkways, entryways and other areas need lighting during all dark hours. 
Motion sensors can activate lighting as needed for lesser-used outdoor areas, or during 
very low-traffic times. Seek the advice of a lighting professional who can help design, 
implement and test lighting levels in different outdoor areas to optimize the system 
to ensure safety compliance with lighting standards and building codes, as well as to 
provide the optimum guest experience.

Location and position are final considerations. Using lighting as a design element can 
have dramatic effects, but at 4 a.m., no one is around to impress. Consider adding 
timers and reducing the incidence of design lighting. All lighting, both essential and 
decorative, should be positioned so that direct and reflected light falls down, and not 
up into the atmosphere or across into a neighbor’s space. This helps decrease the 
bothersome incidence of glare, light pollution and light trespass.

Lighting: Behind the Scenes

Most guests will never see the offices, laundry 
rooms, hallways and other staff areas of a hotel. 
Because these spaces don’t affect the guest 
experience, they should be lit for maximum 
energy and worker efficiency. Be sure to upgrade 
incandescent bulbs to CFLs and upgrade T12 
fluorescents to T8s or T5s.

   

In hallways and other behind-the-scenes areas you may not need all of the fixtures 
available, so consider de-lamping unneeded fixtures. In office spaces and other work 
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areas, you can reduce use of overhead lighting by installing task lighting. Task lighting 
directs light exactly where it’s needed and can be effective with far fewer watts. LED 
task lighting is also now entering the market.

Motion sensors can also be very valuable in behind-the-scenes areas and can be 
installed in storerooms, bathrooms and other infrequently occupied spaces.
Leading by Example: Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn & Spa

Through the leadership of Fairmont’s hotel-based Green Teams, the Fairmont Sonoma 
Mission Inn & Spa recently completed an extensive lighting retrofit. The hotel has 
replaced 44,00 bulbs with energy efficient fluorescents. As a result the hotel has saved 
203,000 kWh and $61,000 annually. With a $55,000 rebate covering most of the 
$65,000 project cost, the hotel was able to realize a 2-month ROI.

Lighting: Signage

Commercial signage often operates 12 to 24 hours per day, consuming about 2% of the 
total electricity in the United States. A large hotel may have dozens or even hundreds of 
lit signs that are in use 24/7.

There are more than 100 million exit signs in use 
throughout the U.S. Typically lit by incandescent bulbs, 
these signs consume 30-35 billion kilowatt hours (kWh) 
hours of energy each year. Exit signs that have earned 
the ENERGY STAR operate on five watts or less per 
sign, compared to standard signs, which use as much as 
40 watts per sign. When installed throughout a building, 
qualified exit signs can save hundreds or even thousands 
of dollars in energy and maintenance costs.

The lifetime savings of replacing 100 exit signs with LED models is approximately 
$31,644 after repayment of initial costs. These savings can be even higher if the 
upgrade qualifies for rebates or incentives. High efficiency lighting in highway and other 
exterior signs will also cut power use in these constantly illuminated fixtures.

Central HVAC System

No building system will have a greater impact on guest comfort than the HVAC system. 
Hotel guests will simply not tolerate a room that is too cold, too hot or too stuffy. Taking 
action to upgrade your HVAC system can have the duel impact of cutting energy costs 
and improving guest comfort.
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Hotels employ many different types of HVAC systems - and often have several systems 
combined in the same facility. Rooftop HVAC units are regularly used in single-zone 
buildings or areas such as restaurants, conference rooms and other common areas. 
In small and mid-size hotels, terminal air conditioners are often employed in guest 
rooms to allow individual control over temperature. In larger facilities, fan coil units allow 
individual control of air blown over coils heated or cooled by the buildings central boiler 
or cooling unit.

In general, installing a central air conditioning system over individual room units is 
preferable. While a central system can be approximately two times more expensive to 
install, it saves a considerable amount of energy in the long run. Aside from increased 
efficiency, a central system will allow hotel operators to control the set points of the 
system and better monitor performance to ensure proper operation at all times.

Central HVAC System: HVAC Efficiency

Hotel operators can approach HVAC efficiency in a number of different ways. 
Eventually, you’ll want to look at heating, cooling and the air delivery systems in your 
facilities.

Central HVAC System: Central Cooling Systems

Several central, water-cooled systems are available. 
Choosing the right system depends on your location, 
water costs and electricity costs. A qualified HVAC 
professional can help you determine how to get the most 
efficienct system for your needs. Installing variable-
frequency drives on chillers, pumps and cooling towers 
also improves cooling system efficiency. These drives 
ensure that cooling system power loads are tailored to 
your hotel’s specific needs.    

Central HVAC System: Air Delivery

Having the world’s most efficient boiler won’t do any good if half your hot or cold air is 
blowing away through leaky ducts or held up by clogged filters. Thoroughly examine 
ducts, filters, intakes and all other parts of the air circulation and delivery system. Your 
in-house maintenance team, or a qualified HVAC technician, can clean and seal this 
system for maximum performance. Make sure to clean or change filters on terminal 
units and undertake other recommended upkeep measures. After taking these steps, 
you will have a much better idea of how your HVAC system is performing and whether 
or not it is cost effective to upgrade your equipment.
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Central HVAC System: System Management

The most efficient HVAC systems are ones that are used only when needed. Limit 
unnecessary heating and cooling costs with these simple steps:

 Instruct housekeeping staff to turn down or turn off heating or cooling when they •	
finish cleaning a room.
 Plan properly for arriving guests so only those rooms are set for maximum comfort. •	
Determine a “standby” setting for rooms that may be used by walk-in guests; it will 
only take a few minutes to bring them to a comfortable temperature.
 Limit the thermostat range available to guests. Guests should not be able to set •	
rooms to below 60ºF in the summer or above 80ºF in the winter. This will prevent the 
accidental setting of extreme temperatures. 

Marriott Mission Valley
This 350-room hotel took a number of steps to improve HVAC efficiency. Marriott’s hotel 
operators installed variable-frequency drives on their two chillers and on their cooling 
tower, saving 84,983 kWh per year. The hotel also installed a Hartman Loop, variable-
frequency drives on pumps, demand-control ventilation and a retrofit of packaged HVAC 
units to a chilled water system. These additional upgrades save 629,707 kWh per year 
and have cut peak demand. San Diego Gas & Electric helped make these upgrades 
even more profitable with incentives totaling $83,694.
Leading by Example: Motel 6

Motel 6 
Motel 6 is participating in Cool Control Plus, Honeywell’s program to retrofit small hotels 
and motels in the Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) service territory. Honeywell 
offers participating hotels free installation of Telkonet SmartEnergy occupancy 
sensors and thermostats, which turn off air conditioning and heating equipment when 
guestrooms are vacant. Honeywell estimates that the upgrades will shave electricity 
consumption by 1,100 kilowatt-hours, and save up to $140 in energy costs, per room 
each year. Honeywell will install the Telkonet SmartEnergy systems in 7,530 guestrooms 
at 66 Motel 6 properties in Northern and Central California. Motel 6 has already 
independently installed Telkonet SmartEnergy systems in nearly 50 of its California 
properties. 

Building Envelope

The building envelope, also referred to as the building shell, consists of all partitions that 
separate outdoor air and temperature from indoor spaces: windows, doors, walls, roofs 
and foundation. The building envelope is critical for minimizing the buildup of humidity 
and uncomfortable drafts.
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To keep conditioned air inside, check and repair any leaks in seals and insulation 
around building partitions and ductwork in the HVAC system.

MGM City Center in Las Vegas
To prevent outdoor air and temperature from infiltrating conditioned space, install high-
efficiency doors and windows wherever possible. Doors can be a large source of hot 
or cool air loss in hotels. Make sure to seal door jambs and below doors, especially in 
hotels with outside access to rooms. Glazing or films for windows is another option, 
particularly for buildings in which window replacement is neither cost-effective nor 
practical. Glazing lowers the emissivity (i.e. radiation) of surfaces and reduces ultraviolet 
rays responsible for fading fabrics and furnishings.

Shade is the most cost-effective and simplest way to reduce solar radiation. 
Architectural elements can be added that shade windows and doors - roof overhangs, 
light shelves and fins or slats, for example. Trees make great shade, too. Properly 
placed, trees lower air conditioning costs by shading buildings and lowering outdoor 
temperature through evapotranspiration. Trees also provide a significant community 
benefit by reducing stormwater runoff and trapping air pollutants like carbon dioxide. 
A study of San Diego County by American Forests, for example, found that the urban 
forest removes 4.3 million pounds of pollutants from local air each year - a benefit worth 
$10.8 million annually. These trees sequester about 9,000 tons of greenhouse gases 
each year, storing a total of 1.2 million tons.

MGM Commits to Green Building
MGM, developer of the largest hotel project in the world ($8 billion), City Center in Las 
Vegas, will make all of its new buildings green, retrofit existing buildings and operate all 
of them more sustainably.

Building Envelope: Cool Roofs

Cool roofs are roofs with special coatings or surfaces 
that reflect heat. While this seems simple in concept, 
the cooling benefits can be quite dramatic. Consider 
that dark surfaces in the sun are up to 70ºF hotter 
than white ones - this means that when normal rooftop 
temperatures are peaking at 190ºF during the hot 
summer months, cool roofs only reach about 120ºF. 
The ability of your rooftop to reflect solar radiation and 
reduce surface temperatures is related to the effort your 
cooling equipment exerts to condition indoor spaces.

Besides lowering HVAC operating costs, cool roofs help others in the local community. 
In cities, building rooftops and paved surfaces collectively create urban heat islands. 
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Researchers at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory and the U.S. EPA have found 
that these heat islands raise outdoor temperatures 6ºF to 8ºF above surrounding areas, 
which can lead to a higher incidence of smog.
Cool roofs make sense when:

 A building has high air conditioning loads and/or is located in a hot, sunny climate.•	
 The roof has a large surface area as compared to the overall building size.•	
 Re-roofing or other roof maintenance is scheduled as part of routine operations and •	
maintenance.
 Constructing a new building.•	
 Installation is part of a wider effort to reduce cooling loads; cool roofs and good •	
insulation levels go hand in hand.

Cool roofs are most effective during the hottest part of the day and the hottest time 
of year, coinciding with peak energy demand. Having a cool roof allows for lower air 
conditioning settings, reduced energy costs and reduced strain on California’s power 
grid - all without sacrificing guest or employee comfort.

Remember that a cool roof is only one surface, and that any rooftop retrofit should be 
part of a wider effort to improve insulation of the building envelope. Installing proper 
levels of insulation provides year round benefits by preventing heat gain in the summer 
and blocking cold air infiltration in the winter.

Restaurants

Many larger hotels operate a restaurant 
or commercial kitchen, and a major resort 
facility can have numerous restaurants 
and commercial kitchens on site. Like any 
operator in the food service business, a hotel 
restaurant or kitchen has many opportunities 
to save energy and money.

Restaurants: Cooking Equipment

As in any kitchen, cooking equipment uses the lion’s share of energy - energy you can 
save through efficiency and conservation. These potential energy savings translate into 
hundreds or thousands of dollars saved per year if your hotel restaurant upgrades older 
cooking equipment to ENERGY STAR qualified models.

Below are just a few of the examples of how much can be saved in your hotel kitchen. 
For more information, download Flex Your Power’s guide to restaurant efficiency 
Boosting Restaurant Profits With Energy Efficiency.
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 The EPA estimates that a new ENERGY STAR qualified commercial steamer can •	
save 11,000 kWh (electric models) or 65Mbtu (gas models) per year over older 
inefficient equipment. This can mean a cost savings of $600 to $15,00 annually 
for a single steamer. ENERGY STAR qualified connectionless steam cookers also 
save water. They can cut water consumption by up to 90% and save approximately 
170,000 gallons annually.
 ENERGY STAR qualified fryers offer significant savings while increasing •	
production rates. The EPA estimates that ENERGY STAR qualified fryers can save 
approximately 1,000 kWh (electric models) or 36 Mbtu (gas models) annually. This 
adds up to savings of approximately $130 to $360 per year for each upgraded fryer. 

Restaurants: Energy-Efficiency and Conservation

By practicing some simple energy-efficiency and conservation in the kitchen, you can 
cut energy bills without sacrificing cooking performance or spending a lot of money.

 Be sure to turn off standby cooking appliances when they are not in use. Hot food •	
holding cabinets, heat lamps, steamers and broilers are often left on throughout the day.
 Conserve water, especially hot water, wherever possible. By adding aerators, low-•	
flow spray valves and other water saving items you can reduce both water and 
energy bills. Adding insulation to hot water pipes and heaters will also cut costs and 
save energy.
 Clean refrigerator condenser coils at least every three months and defrost freezers •	
frequently. Make sure to install strip curtains on walk-ins and check all seals 
regularly for air leaks. These easy steps can cut costs and energy use.

For a comprehensive guide to saving energy in your hotel restaurant please see Flex 
Your Power’s guide Boosting Restaurant Profits With Energy Efficiency.

Pools, Spas, Office Equipment and More

After a thorough energy audit, you may find that your hotel can save significantly on 
energy costs in these less obvious places. Seemingly small power uses can quickly add 
up and should not be overlooked during efficiency retrofits.

Pools and hot tubs consume a considerable 
amount of energy, especially outdoor pools 
heated in a cool climate. You can prevent 
constant heat loss to the surrounding air by 
installing a thermal pool and/or spa cover 
when facilities are not in use. Check the 
water temperature regularly to ensure that 
heaters are operating properly and to avoid 
over-heating your pool. 
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Consider replacing older, inefficient units and/or installing a solar pool heating system to 
reduce the amount of electricity used to heat water in cooler climates.

Laundry services in a hotel can use huge amounts of energy. With many loads of 
sheets and towels to be washed daily, you’ll find numerous opportunities to increase 
efficiency in the laundry room. For smaller hotels that rely on traditional commercial 
machines, the best bet may be an upgrade to ENERGY STAR qualified washers and 
dryers. Energy-efficient washers reduce consumption by cutting water use and the 
corresponding energy to heat it, increasing water extraction in the spin cycle for quicker 
drying and improved efficiency of motors and pumps. Modern dryers can cut energy 
use by employing moisture sensors and increasing airflow to reduce the amount of heat 
needed.

In larger facilities, you’ll find more opportunities to cut energy use and costs. While 
larger facilities can also benefit from modern high-efficiency machines, they have 
several other innovative options. Ozone laundry systems inject ozone into the cleaning 
process, allowing for a high-quality result with less hot water and less cleaning 
chemicals. In a large hotel these systems can pay for themselves in as little as two 
years.

Heat recovery systems are another way of reducing energy use in large hotel laundry 
operations. By utilizing an air-to-air heat exchanger in the dryers, these systems allow 
incoming air to be heated by the dryer exhaust. By capturing waste heat, these systems 
minimize the amount of energy needed to heat the dryers by up to 50%. Talk to your 
commercial laundry service provider about creative energy-saving options.

Vending machines consume energy through 24/7 lighting and refrigeration. Install 
controls that use infrared sensors to reduce the lighting of machines - and, thus, the 
energy consumption - of vending machines when nearby foot traffic is low. Modern 
vending machines also have improved insulation and higher efficiency cooling units to 
reduce energy costs. Since many machines are owned by vending companies, you may 
need to seek their help in making efficiency upgrades.

Saunas, exercise rooms and other infrequently used facilities can benefit from motion 
sensors to shut off lights, HVAC and equipment during periods of inactivity.

Remote-cooled ice machines improve efficiency because the heat generated can be 
discharged outside during summer months or captured and recycled by heat recovery 
systems in the colder months. Make sure the cooling units of ice machines are cleaned 
regularly to maintain optimal efficiency, or consider a self-cleaning model to reduce 
maintenance costs.
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Office equipment is widespread in hotels large and small and represents yet another 
opportunity to cut energy use without diminishing the guest experience. Consider 
changing your computer monitors to flat-panel LCD units, which use as much as 90% 
less energy than traditional monitors. Make sure to enable the power management on 
all computers so they use less energy when idling. Many copiers, printers and other 
equipment can also be set to “sleep” when not in use. If your equipment does not have 
this feature, consider upgrading or simply turning off units that are not in use. When 
upgrading any office equipment, look for models that are ENERGY STAR qualified to 
ensure efficiency.

Water Use

Every Californian understands the importance of water conservation. Now energy 
stakeholders are beginning to realize that water use has considerable consequences 
for energy, especially in Southern California, which receives its water supply through 
incredibly energy-intensive and expensive water projects. Pumping, treating, converging 
and heating water accounts for 20% of California’s total energy use. The State Water 
Project delivers 2.3 million acre-feet of water each year, consuming approximately 5 
billion kilowatt-hours of energy each year. It is the largest single end-user of electricity 
in the state. Much of this energy is used to “lift” water 2000 feet over the Tehachapi 
Mountains - the highest such lift of any water system in the world. Pumping one acre-
foot of water to Southern California requires roughly 3,000 kilowatt-hours of energy. 
Although the cost to end-users of water and sewage is small compared to other utility 
costs, saving water is the responsibility of all Californians.

Most water agencies in California offer 
free water use surveys (water audits) for 
commercial, industrial, and institutional 
customers. Like an energy audit, a water 
audit provides valuable information about 
a site’s water use, as well as options for 
reducing demand. Water audits focus on 
fixtures (flow rates and leaks), irrigation 
systems for landscapes and interior-scapes, 
and any water use associated with processes 
or operations. 

A water audit generates a detailed report listing site-specific recommendations. 

Save water at your hotel:

 Low flow toilets can save 4-6 gallons of water per flush.•	
 Low flow shower heads can reduce consumption by 50% or more.•	
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 Installing aerators on faucets can save between 3 and 17 gallons per day, per •	
faucet.
 Upgrading your landscaping with native plants, xeriscaping, drip irrigation and soil •	
moisture sensors will dramatically cut water use.
 Upgrading laundry and kitchen equipment, such as steamers, will save thousands of •	
gallons per year. 

Distributed Generation

Like any business, hotels have the opportunity to reduce energy use and energy 
costs by generating their own power. With recent technological advancements, the 
opportunities are continually increasing.

Hotels in locations with the proper natural conditions may 
be able to take advantage of solar power to meet some 
of their energy needs. Solar energy is an especially good 
choice for hotels in hot, sunny climates, such as Southern 
California and the Central Valley. In these areas, the hot 
sunny summer weather means that the peak periods for 
energy use often coincide with the peak conditions for 
producing solar power.  A hotel solar system will save 
electricity during the most expensive times and will help 
protect the power grid by lowering the impact of high 
cooling loads. The large rooftop surfaces of suburban 
and rural hotel buildings provide ample space for a solar 
system, and systems can be easily tailored to meet 
specific needs. 

Consider installing a system in conjunction with a cool roof and increased insulation. 
Increased rebates and incentives in California and other states make this the opportune 
time to consider solar power for your hotel. Hotels can also opt for a Power Purchasing 
Agreement, a less capital-intensive route to getting solar on your roof. Talk to your local 
solar installer about incentives, rebates and other financing options.

Cogeneration, or combined heat and power (CHP), is another good option for large 
hotel properties. A CHP system consists of an engine, turbine or fuel cell (prime mover) 
that generates on-site electricity, plus a heat recovery unit that captures waste heat 
from the generation process. In large hotels, CHP systems are usually connected 
to an absorption chiller that provides heating and cooling for the HVAC system. The 
absorption chiller - powered by thermal energy - replaces a traditional chiller powered by 
electricity. Cogeneration systems can also heat domestic water for use in the building.
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Absorption chillers, although technically part of the HVAC system, are fueled by low-
grade waste heat recovered from on-site electricity generation. Absorption chillers 
are available in capacities ranging from 100 to 1,500 tons and use environmentally 
benign refrigerants and absorbents instead of polluting chlorofluorocarbons. Although 
absorption chillers have a low coefficient of performance when compared to electrical 
chillers, they are extremely cost-effective and efficient when used with a cogeneration 
system, since very little electricity is used to power the chiller. Consider that the cost of 
cooling is about 22%of a building’s total electrical expenses - the savings become clear.
Leading by Example: Hilton Palm Springs

The Hilton Palm Springs  
The Hilton Palm Springs has been an efficiency leader for years, employing an energy 
management system and undertaking many efficiency actions. The hotel further cut 
power use by installing solar water heaters for the 110,000-gallon swimming pool and 
installing two 140-kW cogeneration units with 50-ton absorption chillers to generate 
peak power. The chiller optimizer alone saves $36,000 annually.

Demand Response

Demand response programs are a tool for cutting 
power use at “peak” times - times of greatest 
demand and highest risk for blackouts and other 
service disruptions, typically between noon and 7 
p.m. Administered by local utilities or third-parties, 
these conservation programs notify participating 
businesses when to use less electricity to prevent 
shortages or high spot market prices. Some 
demand response programs provide financial 
incentives or other benefits to customers who 
agree to reduce peak consumption or shift 
electricity use to off-peak hours.

The California Independent System Operator (ISO) triggers demand response programs 
when operating reserves are expected to drop below 7%, meaning that blackouts are 
more likely to occur. Low operating reserves occur because of high peak demand, 
unplanned generation outages, transmission problems or adverse weather. If reserves 
drop, California ISO will notify program administrators, who then alert program 
participants.

The two basic types of demand response programs are reliability and pricing. Reliability 
programs are triggered the day of an electrical event to prevent or offset an impending 
emergency. Some are voluntary programs, meaning that a business does not face 
a penalty when unable to reduce its load. Other reliability programs are binding and 
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invoke penalties for non-action. However, these programs are designed so that penalties 
are wholly or partially offset by financial incentives, such as lower overall rates.
Pricing programs are tied, in theory, to the spot market price of electricity. On critical 
days, pricing programs invoke higher rates for electricity used during peak hours. These 
higher rates are only put into effect for a maximum of 12 days a year.

Hotels interested in demand response programs should contact their local utilities to 
ask for no-obligation demand response audits. Similar to an energy audit, a demand 
response audit examines building equipment systems and operations to determine 
what opportunities exist for load curtailment. Your utility representative can then help 
you choose among the many programs available, matching your building’s profile to 
the best-suited incentive packages. Hotels can also take advantage of the Flex Alert 
Network to reduce energy use at peak times.

Demand Response Tips for Hotel Operators
Hotel operators must be creative in finding ways to participate in demand response 
programs without affecting the experience of their guests. Hotels must capitalize on their 
ability to conserve power behind the scenes, while maintaining normal operations.

 Shut off unnecessary lights and equipment in offices, maintenance areas and other •	
behind-the-scenes areas.
 Operate laundry services during off-peak times, such as the early morning.•	
 Schedule equipment - such as pool pumps - to run at off-peak times.•	
 Adjust cooling set points up where possible.•	
 Experiment with adjusting temperatures in areas such as lobbies and conference •	
facilities to cut power and maintain comfort.
 Review building operations to develop demand response strategies and processes •	
ahead of time. 

Leading by Example: Wyndham Palm Springs Hotel
The Wyndham Palm Springs Hotel won a 5th annual Flex Your Power Award for its 
demand response programs. The resort completely redesigned its energy management 
policies to focus on conservation and demand response. The hotel operators 
accomplished extensive load shifting by rescheduling laundry and maintenance to off-
peak times. They were also able to shed peak loads through HVAC management and 
continuous monitoring of unoccupied guest rooms, ensuring minimal waste of energy. 
These actions allowed the hotel to achieve a highest peak savings of 428 kW, or 44.9% 
of peak load. Overall, efficiency programs that saved 871,752 kWh per year.
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