












Mechanical systems
Lighting Systems Use compact fluorescent lamps and other 

high-performance lighting such as linear 
fluorescents.

Install low-mercury lamps and assist the 
property owner in recycling used fluorescent 
lamps.

Plumbing Systems, 
Water, and Gas

Use solar hot water heating to supply hot 
water needs.

Work with a plumber to improve hot water 
heating efficiency.

Heating Replace boiler or furnace with a more energy-
efficient model.

Cooling Use Energy Star ceiling fans in bedrooms and 
living rooms.

Replace air conditioning systems with non-
CFC or HCFC-based refrigerants.

Replace central air conditioning systems with 
high-efficiency units.

Elevator For hydraulic elevators, use plant-based 
lubricants, or opt for a gearless elevator.

Renewable Energy Explore options for onsite electricity 
generation.

Existing Building 
Commissioning

Retro-commission the building

dwelling units
Wall and Ceiling Finishes Specify paints with low or no volatile organic 

compounds (VOCs) for painting interior areas.

Flooring Use low-VOC and no-added formaldehyde 
flooring options.

Cabinets Use durable, no-added formaldehyde 
cabinets and assist the property owner in 
developing a standard specification for 
upgrades upon unit turnover.

Countertops Use durable, no-added formaldehyde 
countertop products and assist the property 
owner in developing a standard specification 
for upgrades upon unit turnover.

Bathroom Improvements Use Energy Star fans in bathrooms that 
exhaust to the outdoors to reduce the 
occurrence of mold or rot.

Plumbing Systems, 
Fixtures, and Fittings 

Install low water-use faucets and showerheads 
to reduce water and energy costs.

Install high-efficiency toilets or dual-flush 
toilets to save money and water.

Lighting Systems Specify CFLs and T8 linear fluorescent lamps 
with electronic ballasts and LED exit signs

Appliances Use Energy Star refrigerators, dishwashers, 
and clothes washers as part of any appliance 
replacement.
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Building Walk-through  
Checklist and  
ReCommendation Form
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